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CHAPTER 1 AT TEN
MINUTES TO THREE in the morning, the city
of Wells lay inert, hot and stagnant. Most
of its eleven thousand people tossed restlessly;
the few who couldn't sleep at all damned
the fact that there was no breeze to lift the
stifling effect of the night. The heat of the
Carolinas in August hung thick and heavy in
the air.

The moon was gone.

A few unshaded street lamps in the main
business area pushed hard shadows against the
closed stores, the surviving movie theater, and
the silent gas stations. At the corner where
the through highway crossed at right angles, the
automatic air-conditioner in the Simon Pharmacy
was on, its steady throb purring against the
silence of the night. Across the street the one
patrol car that the Wells police department kept
out all night was pulled up against the curb.

Sam Wood, the driver, held his ball-point
pen firmly in his solid fingers as he filled out his
report sheet. He braced the official clipboard
against the wheel and printed neat block
letters which he could see by means of the
dim light that filtered into the car. Carefully he
spelled out that he had completed a thorough

check of the main residential section of the

city, as was required, and that he had found
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